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ness allowance, for enforcing mass unemployment^
rationalisation and increased workload. They are now
openly clamouring for a direct wage-cut.

Such in brief are the broad features of the deepen-
ing crisis. The Nehru-Patel Government, true to its
class origin, has openly lined itself with big business
and is trying ever new weapons of repression to force
the burden of the crisis on to the shoulders of the wor-
king class and the toiling people.

It is under such conditions of deepening crisis that
the AITUC session called on the workers in all industries
to resist and organise struggles against every attack on
their standard of life and trade union rights.

India's working class is taking up this call of the
AITUC as the only correct way out of the crisis. Life
under the Congress regime for three years had taught
them that they would have to wage grim, protracted
battles not only to force the owners to grant them their
demands but even to retain their existing rights and
standards.

As the Government's own statistics reveal, the
workers during this period have displayed a great tena-
city to fight for their rights and demands, some of the
strikes as of the 10,000 municipal workers in Bombay
(fought for 5 months), of Pottery workers in Calcutta
(fought for 4 months and still going on) being epics of
postwar working class resistance to the owners* offensive.
In the Bengal Pottery Works, Calcutta, the workers
fighting against retrenchment, resisted police attempts to
throw them out of the factory in a clash which lasted for
three hours oh June 8.

In Wadhwan (Saurashtra), workers driven to des-
peration by the continued refusal of the owners to open,
the factory, forced the gates on June 12. Only an over-
whelming police force could dislodge them,

Such is the desperate situation arising out of the
crisis that even where the leadership of trade unions is
in the hands of reformists the workers have fought great
strikes in opposition to this leadership.

An analysis even of the notoriously understated
figures of the Indian Labour Gazette of August 1949,
(publication of the Government of India, Ministry of